What Type of Counseling Is Available at the SBDC on Certifications?

The SBDC at USF offers free counseling services on how to obtain the following certifications:

· Small Business Certifications
· Minority Owned Business Certifications 
· Woman Owned Business Certifications
· Veteran and Service-Disabled Veteran Owned Business Certifications
· HubZone and 8(a) Certifications

You will be able to speak to a consultant who will explain the different certifications available out there and how to choose the right certification for your company. The consultant will also guide you on the application process and will teach you how to take advantage of the certification. 

Note: The SBDC at USF does not issue certifications. But, the SBDC consultants will assist you in obtaining them.


How do I Make an Appointment?

Please call (813) 905-5800 to make an appointment.


What Type of Training Is Available at the SBDC on Certifications?

The SBDC at USF offers a Women, Minority & Service Disabled Veteran Certification Seminar twice a month. The seminar provides:
· An overview of  the different types of certifications available
· An explanation on how to use the certifications and seek business with the private sector and government
· A description of the step by step process of how to apply for the State of Florida CBE certification


How do I Register for a Tampa Training Seminar?

You can register for a seminar right now from your computer. All registrations must be completed online. Visit the training calendar and select the training seminar you would like to attend. Then just click on the “register” link and follow the steps presented. If a seminar includes a fee, you will be directed to our online payment system



Are there other Resources Available?

Contrary to what many people think, there are many types of certifications out there. Some are used to obtain government contracts; others are used to obtain contracts with large private companies. Also, different government agencies accept different certifications. Below is a list of useful websites that contain information on specific certifications, requirements and application processes:

· 8(a) - http://www.sba.gov/aboutsba/sbaprograms/8abd/index.html
· HubZone - http://www.sba.gov/hubzone/
· State of Florida CBE - http://dms.myflorida.com/other_programs/office_of_supplier_diversity_osd/certification
· Florida Dept. of Transportation DBE - http://www.dot.state.fl.us/equalopportunityoffice/dbeprogram.shtm
· Hillsborough County DM/DWBE & SBE - http://www.hillsboroughcounty.org/econdev/enterprise/
· City of Tampa WMBE & SBE - http://www.tampagov.net/dept_minority_business_development/
· Pinellas County SBE - http://www.pinellascounty.org/purchase/sbap1.htm
· City of St. Petersburg SBE - http://www.stpete.org/bac/sbe.asp
· FMSDC – www.fmsdc.org
· WBENC – www.womensbusiness.info

